“Louder Than a Bomb” with Directors Greg Jacobs and Jon Siskel
SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE			     Contact: (your name)
Date: (today’s date)		Phone: (your phone number)


“Louder Than a Bomb” a film about Chicago teens using poetry to express their joy and their pain

(Your city, your state) – (your organization) presents “Louder Than a Bomb” with Directors Greg Jacob and Jon Siskel as part of the South Arts Southern Circuit Tour of Independent Filmmakers at (venue), (city), (state) on (day), (date), (year). Following a screening of their feature film, “Louder Than a Bomb,” Jacobs, Siskel, and the audience will engage in a discussion about the film and their work as filmmakers. A reception with the filmmakers is scheduled for (time). Tickets are available for (price) from (venue).

“Louder Than a Bomb” is a film about passion, competition, teamwork, and trust. It’s about the joy of being young and the pain of growing up. It’s about speaking out, making noise, and finding your voice…it also just happens to be about poetry.

Every year, more than six hundred teenagers from over sixty Chicago-area schools gather for the world’s largest youth poetry slam, a competition known as “Louder Than a Bomb”. Founded in 2001, Louder Than a Bomb is the only event of its kind in the country—a youth poetry slam built from the beginning around teams. Rather than emphasize individual poets and performances, the structure of Louder Than a Bomb demands that kids work collaboratively with their peers, presenting, critiquing, and rewriting their pieces. To succeed, teams have to create an environment of mutual trust and support. For many kids, being a part of such an environment—in an academic context—is life-changing.

Directed by Greg Jacobs and Jon Siskel, “Louder Than a Bomb” chronicles the stereotype-confounding stories of four teams as they prepare for and compete in the 2008 event. By turns hopeful and heartbreaking, the film captures the turbulent lives of these unforgettable kids, exploring the ways writing shapes their world, and vice versa.  This is not “high school poetry” as we often think of it. This is language as a joyful release, irrepressibly talented teenagers obsessed with making words dance. How and why they do it—and the community they create along the way—is the story at the heart of this inspiring film.

The Southern Circuit Tour of Independent Filmmakers is a program of South Arts. Southern Circuit screenings are funded in part by a grant from South Arts in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts. Special support for Southern Circuit was provided by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences.    

South Arts, a nonprofit regional arts organization, was founded in 1975 to build on the South's unique heritage and enhance the public value of the arts. South Arts' work responds to the arts environment and cultural trends with a regional perspective. South Arts offers an annual portfolio of activities designed to address the role of the arts in impacting the issues important to our region, and to link the South with the nation and the world through the arts. For more information, visit www.southarts.org
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