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Lyman is a loner whose job patrolling highways at night keeps him at a distance from other people.
When a rare, highly talkative parrot flies into his home one day, Lyman needs to figure out where the
bird comes from and tries to decode its often cryptic utterances. Enlisting the aid of Fiona, an uncon-
ventional librarian, the pair set off on a search that doesn’t always lead them where they think they’re
going, but gradually leads them to one another.
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Louder Than a Bomb is a film about passion, competition, teamwork, and trust. Every year, teenagers
from over sixty Chicago area schools gather for the world’s largest youth poetry slam, a competition
known as ‘Louder Than a Bomb.’ The film chronicles four teams as they prepare and compete in the
2008 event. Hopeful and heartbreaking, the film captures the turbulent lives of these unforgettable kids,
exploring the ways writing shapes their world, and vice versa.

Ruth Gruber defied tradition from the moment she became the world’s youngest PhD at the age of 20 in
1931. A journalist, photo-journalist and member of the Roosevelt administration, she was the first re-
porter to enter the Soviet Arctic in 1935. Ruth turns 100 years old in October 2011 and the film reveals
that her trail-blazing spirit and moxie are still inspiring to this day.

This film contemplates the future of the American Internet and the Net Neutrality debate bearing witness
to the importance of independent voice and thought. It follows the personal journey of Barbershop Quar-
tet fan Robb Topolski as he takes on the nation’s largest cable company and finds himself at the center
of a Federal investigation.

In June 2007, seven friends traveled from the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia to the village of Jomsom
in the Himalayas of Nepal to deliver a painting by American artist Jane Lillian Vance. The cross-cultural
project examines the connections between an American community reeling in the face of the killings at
Virginia Tech, and a remote Himalayan region fighting to preserve its way of life in the face of encroach-
ing modernization.

Five women, singer/songwriter Ani DiFranco, activist/poet Linda Finney, police officer Julie Brunzell,
artist/architect Myrtle Stedman, and housekeeper Jimmie Woodruff share stories, confessions, advice,
music, and poetry. We discover a cross-section of American women with an extraordinary passion for
life. Screens with We Shall Not Be Moved: The Nashville Sit-ins and We Shall Not Be Moved: The
Chattanooga Sit-ins, two shorts that explore the Civil Rights movement in Tennessee.

The Southern Circuit Tour of Independent Filmmakers is a program of South Arts. Southern Circuit screenings are
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Alternate formats of this publication may be obtained by contacting South Arts at 404-874-7244.
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