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Independent Filmmakers
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Louder Than a Bomb is a film about passion, competi-
tion, teamwork, and trust. It’s about the joy of being young,
and the pain of growing up. It’s about speaking out, mak-
ing noise, and finding your voice. It also just happens to be
about poetry. Every year, more than six hundred teenagers
from over sixty Chicago area schools gather for the world’s
largest youth poetry slam, a competition known as ‘Louder
Than a Bomb.’ The film chronicles four teams as they pre-
pare for and compete in the 2008 event. By turns hopeful
and heartbreaking, the film captures the turbulent lives of
these unforgettable kids, exploring the ways writing shapes
their world, and vice versa.

Greg Jacobs, The Siskel/Jacobs Productions co-founder, served
as VP/Chief Creative Officer at Towers Productions, where he
oversaw the content of more than two hundred documentaries

on five different networks, including award-winning shows and
series for A&E, History, Discovery, The Weather Channel, and CNN.
A graduate of Yale University, Greg has a master’s degree in his-
tory from Ohio State, and is the author of Getting Around Brown:
Desegregation, Development, and the Columbus Public Schools.

Jon Siskel, The Siskel/Jacobs Productions co-founder, was executive producer and
co-creator of the series Fake Out, which ran for two seasons on Court TV. He has
also produced shows for the A&E series American Justice, Investigative Reports,

and Biography, and his work has been shown on The Travel Channel, Discovery,
and History Channel. Jon serves on the board of directors of Free Spirit Media, a
Chicago-based youth media organization, as well as the Gene Siskel Film Center.
He is the nephew of the late film critic Gene Siskel.

The Southern Circuit Tour of Independent Filmmakers is a program of South Arts. Southern Circuit screenings are
‘ v 0 funded in part by a grant from South Arts in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts. Special support
Y for Southern Circuit was provided by The Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences.
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Alternate formats of this publication may be obtained by contacting South Arts at 404-874-7244.
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