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The Wise Kids

A thoughtful and evocative com-
ing-of-age drama, The Wise Kids
takes place in the transitional
space between high school and
college, when life seems to be all
questions and no answers, and the
future is scarily wide open. Set in
and around a Charleston, South
Carolina Baptist church, weaving
through this ensemble piece are
three main characters - Brea, an
introspective pastor’s daughter
experiencing debilitating doubt;
the hyperactive Laura, Brea’s best
friend and a devout believer; and Tim, the open-hearted son of a
single father, confronting his homosexuality for the first time.
Tensions and buried feelings abound, as colleges are chosen and
adults behave badly, as Brea, Laura and Tim attempt to hang onto
what they have, all the while yearning to break free.

Stephen Cone, Director/Producer/Writer

Originally from South Carolina, Stephen Cone is a Chicago-based award-winning
filmmaker and actor whose latest film, The Wise Kid, is the recent Winner of the
Grand Jury Awards for Outstanding US Narrative Feature and Outstanding Screenwriting at Outfest in Los Angeles, as well as
the Winner of the Audience Award for Narrative Feature at NewFest in NYC. Other films include /n Memoriam (Big Muddy
Film Festival, Gene Siskel Film Center), The Christians (Philly Indie, Gene Siskel Film Center), Young Wives (LA Shorts Fest)
and Church Story. As an actor, he has most recently been seen in About Face Theatre’s production of The Homosexuals, for
which the Chicago Tribune named him a Hot New Face on the Chicago Stage. Also a theatre director and playwright, his
work as been seen at the side project, Collaboraction, Bailiwick, Chicago Dramatists and Dog & Pony.
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