“Southern Stories” with Producers/Directors Paul Harrill and Ashley Maynor

SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


     Contact: (your name)
Date: (today’s date)

Phone: (your phone number)
“Southern Stories” Features Three Short Films by Two Southern Filmmakers

(Your city, your state) – (your organization) presents “Southern Stories” with Producers/Directors Paul Harrill and Ashley Maynor as part of the South Arts Southern Circuit Tour of Independent Filmmakers at (venue), (city), (state) on (day), (date), (year). Following a screening of their short films – “Gina, An Actress, Age 29,“ “Quick Feet, Soft Hands” and “For Memories’ Sake” – Harrill, Maynor and the audience will engage in a discussion about the film and their work as filmmakers. A reception with the filmmakers is scheduled for (time). Tickets are available for (price) from (venue).

“Southern Stories” brings together three films by filmmakers Paul Harrill and Ashley Maynor, drawing upon the filmmakers' Tennessee roots and demonstrating their commitment to regional filmmaking. The program includes the Sundance award-winning short film, “Gina, An Actress, Age 29,” a story about a budding actress, who is hired to help bust a union-organizing effort; the ITVS co-production, “Quick Feet, Soft Hands,” which follows a young couple in their pursuit of the American dream; and the Southern Humanities Media Fund documentary, “For Memories' Sake,” which investigates the life and work of Angela Singer, a southern homemaker who has taken an average of a dozen photos a day for the last 35 years. 

Paul Harrill’s narrative films and documentary videos have screened on five continents at film festivals, museums and on television. Harrill’s work has been supported by the Independent Television Service and the Aperture Film Grant and by residencies at Yaddo, the MacDowell Colony and the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts. 

Ashley Maynor is an award-winning documentarian whose films and new media works have been exhibited around the country. Maynor's creative work, outreach and research have been supported by the Southern Humanities Media Fund, the Virginia Commission for the Arts and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Her most recent documentary, “For Memories’ Sake,” was awarded the Jury Prize for Best Documentary at the 2009 University Film and Video Association Competition.

The Southern Circuit Tour of Independent Filmmakers is a unique interactive program that brings independent filmmakers and their films into communities throughout the nine-state region served by South Arts, a not-for-profit regional arts organization making a positive difference in the arts throughout the South since 1975.  South Arts is supported by funding and programming partnerships with the National Endowment for the Arts and the state arts agencies of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. Special support for Southern Circuit is provided by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. For more information on South Arts and its programs visit www.southarts.org.
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