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Emmitt Stevenson Director – Artist Engagement

STAFF 



4

OUR MISSION
Advancing 
Southern vitality 
through the arts.
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SOUTH ARTS

 Established in 1975 and  
headquartered in Atlanta, GA

 1 of 6 US Regional Arts Orgs

 Serves 9 Southern States:

 Current # of Programs = 21
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THE
NINE-STATE REGION

Alabama

Florida

Georgia

Kentucky

Louisiana

Mississippi

North Carolina

South Carolina

Tennessee
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SOUTHERN PRIZE & 
STATE FELLOWSHIPS
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Southern Prize Overview
       Acknowledges, supports, and celebrates the highest quality visual and literary art being created 

in the American South

 Provides $5,000 awards to fellows who represent each of our nine states

 Provides additional awards for the Southern Prize Winner of $25,000 and Finalist of $10,000 and  
artist residencies

 Visual – Hambidge Center Rabun Gap, GA

 Awards Ceremony for both disciplines

 Visual Arts - Touring Art Exhibition

 Additional Opportunities for fellows to promote their work, practice and build peer and 
professional networks
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2026 CALLS
      

VISUAL ARTS 
CRAFT: Craft artists have work made substantially by hand, where the skill and technique for manipulating the 

material is primary to the artistic process. Materials may include clay, fiber, glass, leather, metal, paper, plastic, 

wood. 

DRAWING: Drawing includes works created using techniques, materials, media, and methods of drawing, 
printmaking, collage, book arts, or graphic design. 
EXPERIMENTAL: Experimental work explores new (non-traditional) ideas and/or technology (see eligibility above if 
your work incorporates elements of film, video or media. Please note: a performance element is ineligible). 
PAINTING: Paintings are original works that involve painting of any kind on any surface. 
PHOTOGRAPHY: This category is for artwork in which photographic image is the primary element. This includes 
traditional photography, as well as works that involve digital or software manipulation of photographs. 
MIXED MEDIA: Artwork in which more than one medium or material is used. 
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY: The combination of multiple art disciplines into a single artwork except for work that 
incorporates film/video/media/performance (see Experimental category). 
SCULPTURE: Three-dimensional artwork created by shaping or combining materials such as plastic, clay, wire, 
sound, fiber, textiles, light, stone, metal, glass, wood, or found objects. 
VERNACULAR ART (INCLUDES FOLK ART): visual art created by self-taught artists or creatives who do not define 
themselves as artists.

COLLAGE IS INCLUDED IN MIXED MEDIA
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❑ Legal resident of the South Arts Region for at 

least the last 2 years

❑ At least 18 years old

❑ Not a student

❑ Actively practicing visual artist at any stage of 

artistic career

❑ Artists should submit only 1 application per cycle

❑ For Visual Arts-Collaborations of no more than 2 

artists are eligible for Visual Arts

Eligibility
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VISUAL ARTS-THE TOURING 

EXHIBITION

❑ Visual Arts Fellows attend an awards ceremony with 
cohort

❑ The Southern Prize Winner and Finalist are 
announced during the awards ceremony

❑ Tours for up to 24 months 

❑ Tours the 9-state region

❑ Works should be available during this timeframe and 
work with artists to accommodate otherwise
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Strongly encouraging submissions to the Southern 

Prize & State Fellowships program for,

❑ Vernacular Art
 Self-Taught
 Folk Art 

❑ Craft Art
 Ceramics and Glass
 Fiber and Textile
 Leatherwork
              Needlework
              Paper

Special Initiative-Visual Arts
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THE APPLICATION
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https://southarts.my.site.com/grants/s/
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THE APPLICATION – FINAL THOUGHTS
❑ Complete the Following

❑ Applicant Information

• Bio (100 words) & Artist Statement (250 words)

• Artist Statement-It matters. Spend some time 

crafting this or enlist the help of a writer who can 

communicate the uniqueness of you as an artist 

and your practice

❑ Grant Proposal

• Enter “Fellowship” for each requested item

❑ Budget

• You will not have to complete this section
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THE APPLICATION – FINAL THOUGHTS

❑ Support Materials-Must be shared via URL
Approved Platforms for URL Submissions We recommend using the following 
mainstream platforms: 
•                Google Drive 
•                Dropbox 
•                OneDrive 
•                Flickr (supports high-res image galleries and can be set to private 

with shareable links) 
•                YouTube (public or unlisted links) 
•                Vimeo 
•                SoundCloud (for audio) ]

Youtube Tutorial
How To Create Google Drive Link To Share Files - Full Guide

❑ Work Samples – Choose your best, make sure the works connect 

conceptually

• Recommend you group them under a single URL

❑ Copy of ID – Driver’s License

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Y8ZhtHzkgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Y8ZhtHzkgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Y8ZhtHzkgo
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THE APPLICATION – FINAL THOUGHTS
❑ Work Samples Requirements

❑Visual Arts

❑ Maximum of 10 images. 

• May include detailed shots.
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SOUTHERN PRIZE APPLICANT RESOURCES

 ARTIST STATEMENT https://www.saic.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/Artist_Statement.pdf

   https://thecreativeindependent.com/guides/how-to-write-an-artist-statement/

 ARTIST BIO https://www.maaa.org/news/how-to-write-an-artist-bio-with-tips-and-examples/
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REVIEW PROCESS FOR SUBMISSIONS

❑ The cohorts of nine State Fellows will be selected through a tiered selection process 
by national panels

❑ Final panels will select the Southern Prize winner and finalist for each discipline

❑ Panelists will make selections based on artistic excellence that reflects the diversity 
of artistic expression of the region
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SOUTHERN PRIZE FOR TIMELINE

Application Opened:  October 1, 2025

Fee-Waiver Deadline:  December 3, 2025

Application Close:   December 10, 2025

Application Review:   January 2026 – March 2026

Award Notifications:  Spring 2026

Funding Cycle:   May 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Emmitt Stevenson

Director – Artist Engagement

estevenson@southarts.org

404.874.7244 extension 825
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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