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GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER

Mailing Address:
4822 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville

Street Address:
TN

37209-3423

Contact:
Email:
Website: www.globaleducationcenter.org
Operating budget for last completed fiscal year:

$376000

Mission:
Global Education Center's mission is to use the arts of diverse cultures to highlight the commonalties of all people; to
promote global awareness and concern; to develop empathy, understanding and respect for the individual and for all of
humanity; and to support the Center's belief that fairness and justice are basic human rights for all. A goal of all programming
is to create experiences in the arts that aid in dispelling myths, dismantling stereotypes, unlearning biases and alleviating
fears.

Project Discipline:Literature - Poetry
Artist/company/writer name: Rajiv Mohabir

Opelika AL

Artist Website: www.rajivmohabir.com
Artist fee:
Start date – end date:

Amount of request:
11/3/2018

11/4/2018

Days of Artist Service:

2

# public performances/readings:

1

Projected # participants:

45

# educational activities:

1

Projected # participants:

20

Project Summary:
As part of a year-long focus on History, Culture, Myths and Folktales of Diverse Cultures, the Global Education Center will be
hosting Indo-Caribbean author Rajiv Mohabir for a community reading as well as a community writing workshop, both to be
held at the Global Education Center, in early November, 2018.

Schedule:
Community reading at the Global Education Center on Friday, November 3 at 7:30 pm (Free with suggested donation of $10
accepted)
Community workshop titled Writing the Mystical at the Global Education Center on Saturday, November 4, at 10:00 am ($30
students and members of the Global Education Center; $40 nonmember adults)
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GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER
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Project’s Artistic Merit
(Maximum 5,000 characters including spaces, approximately 1 page) Describe the project; include a detailed description
of the performance/reading and explain why this artist/company/writer was chosen. Explain why this project is important
to your community. The educational and outreach component is the requirement that participants be engaged in learning
activities that have lasting impact. Describe the educational and outreach component and any additional community
activities; describe the anticipated impact for participants.
As part of our year-long program on History, Culture, Myths and Folktales, we selected Rajiv Mohabir as one of the
contributing artists for several reasons: his cultural heritage of Indian and Guyanese; his experiences as a brown man in
America as well as a man of mixed heritage in his Indian and Caribbean communities; and his writings about the social,
emotional and political experiences of being a gay man of Indo-Caribbean heritage in today's America. Many of his poems
and stories reveal his personal experiences, which also relate to the experiences of the many people of color, both
American and immigrant, who frequent the Global Education Center. Especially relevant are the stories he shares about his
relationships with family members as well as his wider community, stories to which many of our first and second generation
immigrants can relate. Mr. Mohabir will be an important contributor to History, Culture, Myths and Folktales, a public
humanities project that focuses on the myths and folktales that help to explain the history and culture of people throughout
the world and how both oral and written traditions share values, beliefs and perceptions of a people as they struggle to
survive and plant roots. Exploring the evolution of his dual cultures through their myths and folktales will provide an in-depth
study of the ways in which identity; history and intercultural relationships are reflected in modern American society as
revealed through the literary arts. The resident South Indian music and dance school of the Global Education Center, as
well as Sri Ganesha Temple and the Greater Nashville Indian Association, will be partners in this presentation and will
include a Bharatanatyam dance performance by Kala Nivedenam, sharing universal tales from Hindu and Buddhist
traditions. Weaving together the spoken and written word with the expressive gestures of Bharatanatyam dance will help
amplify the voices representing the diversity of our Indian community as well as showcase the value, as well as the
commonalities, of cultural myths and stories. The combination of Mohabir's words and the beautiful gestural storytelling of
the dance will inspire audience members to seek answers to questions about cultural identity and its relationship to ancient
cultural stories.
An overall goal of the project will be to connect diverse members of our community and show how cultural myths and
folktales represent the values, beliefs, perceptions, and world views that provide cultural identification. It will explore how
people share stories to explain the mythological as well as to deal with the ups and downs of daily life. A people's stories
also show social, political, religious, philosophical, and survival issues that are needed for a culture to take root and thrive
throughout generations. By sharing stories from his mixed heritage and his unique identity, our hope is that Mr. Mohabir will
inspire community members from all cultural identities to recognize the commonalities we all share and stimulate dialogue
about how the worldviews and lifestyles of even our most under-represented communities must be recognized and
respected in order for our broader community to be welcoming and inclusive. Through community dialogue, people will be
better able to understand how our stories reflect where we come from, where we are going, and what our place is in nature
and the world. For the interactive educational component, Mr. Mohabir will be offering a workshop on Writing the Mystical,
helping participants find ways to delve into their histories and their cultural identities to express the age-old tales of their
ancestors in a way that relates to their daily lives in America. Through both the reading and the workshop, we are hoping to
provide an environment in which people from any cultural and ethnic background can relate to the important place our
myths, folktales and stories have in reflecting and maintaining our individual and group identities as well as inspire
participants to delve further into their own cultural identities as they relate to our wider community. By providing such
opportunities, we truly believe that we will be helping to create a more welcoming and inclusive community for all.
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Audience Development/Community Involvement
(Maximum 2,500 characters including spaces, approximately ½ page) Audience development includes assessing audience
and community needs, cultivating audiences, creating a plan for engagement, and developing effective partnerships.
Describe the audiences and community segments that you are targeting and engaging with this project. Explain why they
were selected for involvement in this project, how they are involved in planning, and what community partners are
involved. Describe any plans to broaden or diversify your audiences and any additional efforts to reach those that lack
access to arts programs, services, or resources. Provide your marketing plan for target audiences.
To ensure that this project reaches a broad cross section of our community, we will partner with Kala Nivedanam School of
South Indian Classical Dance and Music, Sri Ganesha Temple, and Greater Nashville Indian Association as well as reach
out to Upasana School of North Indian Music and Dance, Upasana Foundation, Ray of Hope Church (a Caribbean
American congregation), Padmasambhava Buddhist Center, as well as our many partners in the Latino and Arabic
communities. While planning and facilitation will involve primarily members of our partners from Indian organizations,
marketing and promotions will be community wide with a special emphasis on reaching out to various immigrant and refugee
communities. While many members of our Indian community are well off financially, there is a large population of
under-served members of that community who frequent other programming of the Global Education Center, so we will be
sure to include them in the planning and promoting. We also have good relationships with area colleges and universities
within a 90 mile radius of Nashville and often enjoy the company of their students at our literary arts programs. We have very
active participation by members of our LGBTQIA community, including many teens, and we will definitely promote Mr.
Mohabir's reading and workshop to them as he uses his writing to express both the discrimination he has faced for his gay
identity as well as the tools he has used to maintain self dignity and pride in who he is. We partner frequently with
Nashville's only gay chorus, Nashville in Harmony, and have already asked their director if he would help us promote this
event to his members as well as at their performances and events.
The overall marketing plan will include providing materials, both print and web ready, to all of the organizations mentioned
above, as well as to share information with the many small community newspapers of our various international and minority
communities. The only paid advertising would be for radio spots on WFSK, the station of Fisk University, as they have
culture-specific shows on a weekly basis as well as reach a broad audience that relates to and participates in Global
Education Center's multicultural arts programming. We will also have artists, board members and community volunteers visit
various houses of worship and community organizations to help spread the word orally. We have found that this personal
touch is the most engaging for the populations we serve.
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Accessibility Statement:
Do you certify that (1) you have read the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Assurance of Compliance and
understand that by signing and submitting the application form, you certify that the applicant is in compliance with all the
statutes and regulations as outlined by the NEA, including the ADA; and (2) the facilities where project activities will take
place are accessible to people with disabilities?
Yes

Accessibility
(Maximum 2,500 characters including spaces, approximately ½ page) Grantees are required to ensure accessibility to
funded programs to people with disabilities. Beyond these minimum ADA requirements, describe actions you will take for
programmatic and communications accessibility (e.g., planning/advisory committees include people with disabilities,
large print programs/labels, American Sign Language interpretation, audio description, specific marketing strategies,
etc.). Provide specific strategies on how you will reach those that lack access to the arts due to disability for this project
specifically (not your organization’s work in general).
All activities in this project take place in facilities that are ADA compliant. The Global Education Center is located in an
ethnically diverse urban neighborhood that is close to the interstate and on the bus line and is wheelchair accessible. Our
facility is well suited for service dogs, and the workshop can be moved around within our facility if special space needs are
required. All handouts, programs and publicity will be created with large print; online marketing will be designed for
compatibility with readers. American Sign Language interpretation will be provided if requested in advance, as will seating
accommodations for those who require it. The Global Education Center has been consulting with the
Tennessee Disability Coalition to improve accessibility in our print and web presence and online communications. Because
we are reaching out to area schools, we can rely on teachers to let us know of any special needs their students may have
and we can accommodate accordingly. Most of our staff are bilingual in Spanish/English if translation is required. Members
of our diverse communities are
involved in program planning, as are the diverse members of our board of directors and advisory board, which include
representatives of close to thirty cultures as well as senior citizens and folks with physical limitations. Combined with our
marketing efforts, we anticipate great success in reaching those individuals for whom this project is designed.
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Organizational Capacity/Evaluation
(Maximum 2,500 characters including spaces, approximately ½ page) Describe your organization’s ability to carry out
the proposed project. Provide a summary of your organization’s presenting history. Describe the project goals and the
anticipated outcomes. Describe the evaluation methods you have in place to learn how you are, or are not, achieving your
goals.
Global Education Center is a multicultural, anti-bias education center that uses the arts of diverse cultures to highlight the
commonalities of all people and promote cross-cultural understanding and respect. The Center enjoys a highly respected
reputation for offering excellent and sensitive interactive multicultural arts programming that is affordable, accessible, age
appropriate, educational and entertaining. We are in our twenty-second year of providing highly participatory and inclusive
multicultural arts programming for schools and the community. Our board and advisory board are composed of artists,
educators and community leaders from diverse cultures whose perspectives are highly regarded when creating and
marketing Center programming. They are instrumental in ensuring inclusiveness in all of our activities. Relying on our staff,
artists and community connections to help plan, facilitate and market this particular program will ensure participation as they
gain ownership in its success. The Center has a history of partnering with individuals, organizations and congregations from
our diverse minority and immigrant communities, relying on suggestions and recommendations from them for ensuring
successful and culturally relevant programming. Also, marketing the program through schools, churches, libraries and
community centers will help ensure that a broad cross-section of the community will feel invited to participate. Because of
Mr. Mohabir's cultural heritage, we have made a special effort to engage members of our Indian community in the planning
and facilitation of the project. We will deem this program to be a success if we attract the anticipated audience, both in size
and diversity; if the program educates participants on the role of myths and folktales in cultural identity; if the program
engages participants in a way that affects their views of themselves, their own cultural heritage and the heritage of others; if
workshop participants actually learn new ways to express their cultural reflections; and if the artist feels satisfied with the
audiences' reactions to his unique perspective. Simple written evaluations will be given to participants in both the workshop
and reading, and participant comments will be observed and recorded. We will further evaluate the project's success by
tracking the number of participants who participate in both the reading and the workshop, as well as the number who return
for additional Center programs.

Attachments: Support Materials
ARTIST/COMPANY/WRITER SUPPORT MATERIAL:
URL: http://www.rajivmohabir.com/about/
AUDIO/VIDEO/WRITTEN SAMPLE: SamplepoemsfromRajivMohabir.pdf
URL:

SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENT (optional):

